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Italian designer Mawro Lipparini, celebrated in the world of architecture, merges nature with timeless simplicity
in his work. From industrial to interior, furniture to graphics, Lipparini’s designs convey strength, freedom and
natural joy. We chat with him about his inspiration and work in China and at home.

Editor: Auwdrey Hammonds Photos: Alberto Ferrero

“EARENE" TREREREE. W
X EEEEfERBIE.

REEXT —HRFERNERT.
EaTRMEESFHFERRE REFE
BAREX RECREETHNE—
H—MALENAIBREATEEGE
PERESER. £TMFEHHNSEE. WITH
gk, YMESHFRESZEZE. NRERS
Bz EEE T, RESERNEHE
"EMSXAT B RTERBINTE.
RO RERMEEATEARNZE X
FoEN. —MEAKTRETRENCER.
BHRERETHRMNEEAXHESAGH
BB, REE—EERE A 1412
FE. THEROEAFASRRE. M

70 LifeStyle

EAMM R RTAAELREORIEF
ERREHER.

fR—HR &gt emmsEl. EEX—TE
fe= g e
BitELHREEEEE MOES
BTIROBIEE EESHCLSIANER
itzE. Rikh =% F—ERREIR
HEEAE. RITHANRLBRERN
X BERER—FERGAY. RE\AH
BN CRITSE . XBRECEENEL
FAZHH RESSMEHTINER
BER "t BEARMIAT. "R
NEEETASRMIT. TRILETENRK
FEES. T RERFHFR L BRI

A BEEREFELRER YRS AR
WMERATAD EREERECHRRA
ERETEY A A AR

{REMEPESEEH#HTHHAD., =S&H
SEEEHILRENETMEIT

. BMESREFERLTHA. F3L
FEHEAFERAFHEASNERAE—FT M
FARE, B ASHERANEE—RE
TEET. EHEAREEREET. M
EfgnEfn— EThEESEAMNIE.
ATEITE. BETHNLRELISER
Wit SEEMXEMNEaTRYy B8
SETHER. ETEDN. BARBTIER
BETAEAMER. RTMMBEMEbE

A ELR I 20 THEPEY RIS B —EB
4. BRHIERFAS e R, £
SR UMW, feRy BiRREN R
B g ARENEFEL MR, B
—ERREEY R A, s —1
FEAREEFNEREN. 7
A short note on Mauro’s home’s project, titled
“Bellosguardo™: the apartment is a portion
of a villa built in the early 1900s, enjoying a
panoramic view of the Tuscan countryside.
My objective as an architect and designer
was to regenerate the space using a few bold
strokes; to create a residence suitable for a
contemporary lifestyle, while taking advan-
tage of the area’s scenery and centuries-old
traditions.
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Your style has been described as “natural
minimailsm”. Could you describe

the Inspiration behind your natural,
minimalistic looks?

“Minimalism™ has informad my style, but
because of the inherent limitations of this
word I'd rather categorize my stylistic ideal
as “essentialism” - with an idiosyncratic
mix of rigorous, yet eccentric, extroverted
forms. Graphically powerful lines, refined
chiaroscuro, material contrasts of solid and
empty spaces, transparency and opacity:
all of these are elements with which we
can obtain a balance between "aesthetics
and function.” My goal is to generate forms
and spatial relationships that humans
find comforting and pleasing - to create
something they want to keep forever.
Inspiration is something that comes from
within, which iz certainly informed by my love
of both Eastern and Western cultures, and
my desire to create a synergy between both.
Freedom of expression without limits inspires
me, and in that sense, so does traveling and
the limitless discoveries that come with it.

You've been a winner of varlous design
awards In the past; what would you say It
takes to be exceptional In the fleld of design?
The profession of a designer is an
adventurous ong; it's the eguivalent of
navigating in the dark without confines or
boundaries. We must push ourselves towards
modernity while respecting some sense of
tradition. | believe that perfection shouldn't
necessarily be design's ultimate goal —the
purpose of design is to bring imagination to
life. This iz the "design attitude™ a designer
should have to be exceptional in our field of
work. To be proud and convinced of what you
do and to be an active part of an evolutionary

process in one's field of work - and ultimately,
to be recognized for innovation. "Success”

iz never letling go of a self-critical state

that allows us to evolve. For designers who
haven't yet emerged, my advice would be

to sustain a strong, personal identity without
being fettered by what you think others
expect of you.

Are you currently working on any projects
In China, or are there any of your deslgns
In the country thai you're particularly
proud of?

Yes, I'm always working on something in
China! Currently, several projects, primarily
residential projects, both large-scale gated
communities and private one-off villas. A
design that I'm particularly fond of would
be the Tiandi Yijia restaurant | designed in
Hangzhou, which was conceived as a long,
poetic namration that interprets elements of
Chinese tradition in a contemporary light.

For this project | spent days walking around
the lake with the owner trying to understand
the site’s 100-year-old imperial history whils
imagining its future. Mot surprisingly, my
principal inspiration stems from nature and the
lake. Thig is expressed in my use of colors and
genuine, kocal materials for the restaurant's
interiors: the pale sage green of the Southern
Song Dynasty earthenwarss and the celebrated
Longjing tea hills inspired my color paletie. The
Tiandi restaurant experience revealed to me an
equiliorium between «two opposing cultures
with varicus points of contact»- and embodies
the name "Heaven on Earth”.

What does “home” mean In your own
Imagination?

For me, the home represents a sort of
microcosm, fertile with elements coexisting
in a state of equilibrium-these "elemeants”
have the function of conveying a sense of
belonging. Ideally, the home iz a place of
measured elegance and well-being; a place
where techneology, art, and humanism merge,
creating an environment situated between
active and passive comfort; between privacy
and social communion. Locking ahead, we
can =ee that the long-standing definition of
the home as a place of relaxation may be on
the verge of being supplanted. Today's ideal
home finds its aesthetic balance in a form
of minimalism, as a means to counteract
both our obsession with efficiency and
our tendency to overdose on everything.
The majority of homeowners still tend to
uphold traditional values, including that
very powerful one of the home as a place of
retreat and relaxation.

What do you enjoy doing In your free time?
On a more ethereal level, contemplating
natural beauty is something | find very
inspiring, and on a more physical and
material, long-distance running and driving
race cars | enjoy very much. I'm very busy so
| don't have that much free time! | basically
crash only once a year on the Tyrrhenian
coast where | have a house - my idea of
relaxation is gazing at the sea, barefoot in the
sand, and having to make only one decision
a day: which flavor popsicle should | eat?! B
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